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SUBJ: NIMEIRI'S REMARKS ON BSO CASE AND AMERICAN 
INVESTMENT IN SUDAN 

REF: KHARTOUM 2300 

1. SEVERAL LOCAL DIPLOMATS HAVE TOLD CHARGE' THEY SEE 
NIMEIRI'S REMARKS BROADCAST ON OCT. 7 AS A CLEAR SIGNAL 
OF GOODWILL TOWARD THE US AND OF A DESIRE TO REINSTATE 
FULL COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. THEY 
BELIEVE NIMEIRI INTENDED TO CORRECT THE IMPRESSION LEFT 
BY MINISTER OF FINANCE AND NATIONAL ECONOMY IBRAHIM 
MONEIM MANSOUR THAT THE USG IS APPLYING PRESSURE ON 
AMERICAN FIRMS TO REFRAIN FROM INVESTING IN THE SUDAN 
(KHARTOUM 2206). FINALLY, THEY THINK NIMEIRI WAS ADVISING 
THE USSR AND OTHER COMMUNIST GOVERNMENTS THAT PRIVATE 
INVESTMENT, PARTICULARLY BY US FIRMS, IS WELCOMED AND 
INDEED PREFERRED IN THE SUDAN. THE ITALIAN AMBASSADOR 
HAS REPORTED HIS SIMILAR VIEWS TO ROME, ATTRIBUTING 
THEM AS WELL 

MO QUOTE RESPONSIBLE ARAB SOURCES END QUOTE. 

THOSE SUDANESE WHO HAVE MENTIONED NIMEIRI'S SPEECH TO 
EMBASSY OFFICER TERM IT CONCILIATORY. 
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2. COMMENT. OUR SOURCES ALL HOPE FOR A RESUMPTION OF 
NORMAL US-SUDANESE RELATIONS. BEGINNING WITH THE EARLY 
RETURN OF THE AMBASSADOR TO KHARTOUM. AND THEIR INTERPRE- 
TATION OF NIMEIRI’S REMARKS IS THEREFORE SOMEWHAT SELF- 
SERVING. NEVERTHELESS, WE ARE INCLINED TO AGREE THAT 
NIMEIRI WAS MOVED BY A DESIRE TO PUNCTURE THE RUMORS 
(WHETHER MANUFACTURED OR NOT) OF USG PRESSURE GIVEN CURRENCY 
BY THE MINISTER OF FINANCE AND TO CORRECT THE LATTER'S 
FAILURE TO NOTE THE SCOPE OF AMERICAN BUSINESS ACTIVITY 
HERE. AFTER MAKING ALLOWANCE FOR NIMEIRI'S APPARENTLY 
FELT NEED TO ASSERT SUDANESE SOVEREIGNTY AND IDEOLOGICAL 
NON-ALIGNMENT, WE BELIEVE HE WAS GENUINELY MOTIVATED BY 
A DESIRE TO LET THE WORLD KNOW THAT PRIVATE INVESTMENT 
AND AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP ARE IN THE SUDAN'S BEST INTERESTS. 

OF COURSE ONE COULD POSIT INSTEAD THAT NIMEIRI WAS FLAUNTING 
PRIVATE AMERICAN INVESTMENT IN THE FACE OF THE RUMORED 
USG OPPOSITION, BUT SUCH AN INTERPRETATION DOES NOT STAND 
UP WELL TO THE TEXT. MOREOVER, HE COULD HAVE CHOSEN TO 
SUBSTANTIATE THE RUMORS BY CITING EXIM’S WITHDRAWAL 
FROM PARTICIPATION IN THE FINANCING OF GE LOCOMOTIVES 
AND BOEING 737S, AND IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT HE DID NOT. 

(CHARGE 1 HAS TOLD INQUIRING FRIENDLY DIPLOMATS THAT, 

BEYOND DENYING EXIM AND OPIC RESOURCES TO VENTURES 
HERE, THE USG HAS NOT ACTIVELY DISCOURAGED AMERICAN FIRMS 
FOR INVESTING IN THE SUDAN.) 
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